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A rich cultural exchange through the great outdoors and
creative activities that take on new challenges

Our focus is on “building a rich, captivating countryside,” and in recent
years a large number of foreigners have visited Toyomi, being attracted
by this. Last year, the first Okuaga International Art Festa was held
featuring exhibits by professional artists from around Japan and people
from the local community. This year, the festival was held for a second
time with the added themes of the region’s history of growing rice in
difficult dircumstances and its concern for the providence of nature.
Venue No. 1, Re-creation of an Old Rice Field, was an area with narrow
paths between rice fields and swampy ground, not the kind of place
that could easily be turned into an event venue. Preparing the venue
was extremely difficult, and was only achieved due to the strong will of
the festival director and the cooperation of the overseas participants. A
bear hibernation den was found within the venue, and tadpoles were
released into the recreated rice field, much to the enjoyment of everyone
concerned.

As for Venue No. 2, The Rice Field of Life, the four extra WWOOFers
who were due to come to Japan could not participate due to the global
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coronavirus pandemic, as a result of which it was turned into a venue for
workshops only. However, children had a great time painting small boats
in a relaxing and unrestrained environment, bringing joy to everyone
involved. As well, on the final day there was a talk show at Venue No. 1,
where, following opening remarks by the director, six quests shared their
heartfelt opinions, sparking exchanges about bygone days.

At first it was feared that the entire event would have to be cancelled
due to the spread of the coronavirus, but given the clean air of the
natural setting a world away from the *Three Cs," it seemed to have
been recognized as a safe, secure, enjoyable art festival with a strongly
international flavor.

Next year's festival will have as its theme stone circle making. Participants
will use art to create things while considering what the ancient Jomon
people thought and prayed about as they went about their work. At
NPO Cosmo Yumebutai, we will continue to think about developing and
ensuring the continuation of new initiatives.

(Koichi Mori/ NPO Cosmo Yumebutai)
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Date

18 May ~ 28 June 2020

Venue

Re-creation of an Old Rice Field/ The Rice Field of Life
(Okuaga, Niigata)

Participants

Kentaro Sato, Yoshio Osada, Yoshihiro Suga,
Yumiko Endo, Atsushi Nihei, Molly, Orin, Sandra, Zander
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